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to turn their attention to the Ojibway fur trade, and from
this time a new class of individuals, as traders, began to
penetrate to the remotest villages of this tribe. In the
year 1818, the Astor Fur Company first commenced their
operations on Lake Superior. They confined themselves,
however, during the years 1816 and 1817, to trading posts
at Sault Ste. Marie, Grand Island, and Ance-ke-we-naw.
John Johnston, with a capital each year, of $40,000, man-
aged this portion of their trade.

In 1818, the company sent outfits to cover the whole
Ojibway country, within the limits of the United States.
William Morrison, Roussain, Cotte, and others, as traders
on salary, with an outfit amounting to $23,606, were sent
to the Fond du Lac department, which included the Upper
Mississippi country. These traders continued during the
years 1819-20-21-22, with small increase of capital. The
department of Lac du Flambean was placed in charge of
Bazil Beauleau and Charatte as traders, on salary, in 1818,
with a capital of $5100; Hawley and Durant, with a capi-
tal of $5299.

For the Lac Coutereille department, the company out-
fitted John Baptiste Corbin, as a trader on salary, with
goods to the amount of $5328. For the St. Croix district,
Duchene acted as trader, on salary, for the company in
1818. Capital $3876.

In 1822, the capital of the Lae Coutereille and St. Croix
departments amounted to $19,353, in charge of Duchene
as trader. In 1818, the Ance department was placed in
charge of John Holliday as trader on salary; his capital, or
amount of outfit, averaged till 1822, $6000 per annum.

In 1822, the Astor Fur Company made a slight change
in the system of their trade in the Ojibway country. The
Fond du Lac department was given to Wm. Morrison on
halves, and this arrangement continued to 1826, when
Messrs William A. Aitkin and Roussain took charge



